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Medals and Ribbons

	Purpose

From its inception until the Marines departed from Vietnam in 1973, 293 Marines have received 300 Medals of Honor.  Two Marines, Daniel J. Daly and Smedley D. Butler have earned the Medal of Honor for two separate acts of courage.  During World War I, five Marines received both the Navy and Army Medals of Honor.  Of the 293 Marines, 70 were officers and 223 enlisted men.  Of this total, 120 died as a direct result of the action for which they were honored.

Marine Reservists have played an important part in our history.  Three of the six Iwo Jima flag raisers were in the reserves.  Of the 90 Marines that received the Medal of Honor during World War II, 50 were Marine Reservists.  During the Korean War, reservists received 13 Medals of Honor, 50 Navy Crosses, and more than 400 Silver Stars.


The number of medals on an officer’s breast varies in inverse proportion to the square of the distance of his duties from the front line.

Charles Edward Montague

Introduction

We have all seen them, the enlisted men and women or officers in dress uniform with an impressive array of medals and ribbons.  What did these individuals do to win their medals?

This lesson explains the criteria for awarding the highest level of medals bestowed upon our “heroes,” from the Bronze Star through the Medal of Honor.  You will learn which medals are awarded for combat and which ones are for non-combat actions.  You will learn how to distinguish one medal from another, and the order of precedence for these medals.

Why Medals and Ribbons?


Humans are competitive.  Whether we are involved in sibling rivalries, individual or team sports, studying for a test, applying for a college, or a member of our nation’s military service, we are constantly trying to outdo someone or something.


Why do we do this?  What is in it for me?  What do I get if we win?  The reward can be as insignificant as getting to eat the last dinner roll, or as worthwhile as winning the Nobel Peace Prize.  Athletes compete to win trophies, Olympic medals, large diamond-encrusted rings, lots of money, and instant recognition.  Cadets may compete to see who can earn the highest grade on a test, to be the class valedictorian, or to be noticed by that special someone.


Military recognition comes in the form of a medal or ribbon.  Marines may be awarded:

· Personal or unit decorations

· Commemorative, campaign, and service medals

· Markmanship badges and trophies

The medals you will learn about in this lesson can only be won for uncommon acts of valor or for significant service to our country’s defense (personal decorations).
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The Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor, also referred to as the Congressional Medal of Honor, is the highest award that a Marine can receive.  Legislation was introduced and approved by the Senate in December of 1861 to honor noncommissioned officers and privates that distinguish themselves during the Civil War.  On March 3, 1863, an Act of Congress amended the law to include officers.  In 1862, Marine Corporal John F. Mackie was aboard the USS Galena when Confederate shore batteries heavily damaged it as it approached Drewry’s Bluff.  Corporal Mackie rallied the survivors, carried off the dead and wounded, and got three of the USS Galena’s guns back into action.  For his actions, he became the first Marine to receive the Medal of Honor.

Criteria


The President, in the name of Congress, awards the Medal of Honor. A medal recipient must distinguish himself or herself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in action against an enemy of the U.S.; while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force; or while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the U.S. is not a belligerent party.  The deed performed must have demonstrated personal bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous it clearly distinguishes the individual above his or her comrades and must have involved risk of life.  Incontestable proof of the performance of the service is exacted and each recommendation for the award of this decoration is considered on the standard of extraordinary merit.

Ribbon

The blue service ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide with five white stars in the form of an “M.”

Medal

The medal hangs by a neck ribbon 1 3/8 inches wide.  A shield of the same blue color ribbon with thirteen white stars, arranged in the form of three chevrons, is above the medal.  The current Navy Medal of Honor is a five-point bronze star, tipped with trefoils containing a crown of laurel and oak.  In the center is Minerva, standing with left hand resting on fasces and right hand holding a shield from the United States coat of arms.  The medal suspends from the flukes of an anchor.

The Navy Cross

An Act of Congress established the Navy Cross on February 4, 1919.  The Navy Cross has been in effect since April 6, 1917.  Lieutenant General Lewis Burwell (Chesty) Puller was the only Marine to win the Navy Cross five times for heroism and gallantry in combat.

Criteria


The Navy Cross may be awarded to any person who, while serving with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinguishes himself or herself in action by extraordinary heroism not justifying an award of the Medal of Honor.  The action must take place under one of three circumstances:

· While engaged in action against an enemy of the United States.

· While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force.

· While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

To earn a Navy Cross, the individual must perform an act in the presence of great danger or at great personal risk.  It must render the individual highly conspicuous among others of equal grade, rate, experience, or position of responsibility.  Accumulating minor acts of heroism does not justify an award of the Navy Cross.

Ribbon

The ribbon is navy blue with a center stripe of white.

Medal

The medal is a modified cross patée 1 ½ inches wide (the ends of its arms are rounded, whereas a conventional cross patée has arms that are straight on the end).  There are four laurel leaves with berries in each of the re-entrant arms of the cross.  In the center of the cross, a sailing vessel, of the type used between 1480 and 1500, rests on waves.

The Defense Distinguished Service Medal

This is the highest peacetime Defense award.  It is normally awarded to a most senior Marine officer, serving as Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as a Chief or Vice Chief of the Services, or as a Commander or Deputy Commander of the Unified Commands. Recipients’ duties bring them into direct contact with the Secretary of Defense and other senior officials.
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Criteria


The Defense Distinguished Service Medal (DDSM) is awarded for exceptionally distinguished performance of duty contributing to national security or defense at the highest levels while assigned to a joint activity.  Other senior officers, whereby their direct and individual contributions to national security or defense are exceptional in scope and value as to be equivalent to contributions normally associated with positions encompassing broader responsibilities, may also receive the award.

Ribbon

The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide with a narrow red center strip, flanked by equal width columns of gold and medium blue.

Medal

The medal is gold in color and on the obverse it features a medium blue enameled pentagon (point up).  Superimposed on this, is an American bald eagle with outspread wings facing left and grasping three crossed arrows in its talons with a shield of the United States on its breast.  The pentagon and eagle are enclosed within a gold pieced circle consisting, in the upper half of 13 five-point stars and in the lower half, a wreath of laurel on the left and olive on the right.  At the top is a suspender of five graduated gold rays.  The reverse of the medal has the inscription “For Distinguished Service” at the top in raised letters, and within the pentagon the inscription “From The Secretary of Defense To,” all in raised letters.  This decoration takes precedence over the Distinguished Service Medals of the separate services and is not to be awarded to any individual for a period of service for which a Navy Distinguished Service Medal is awarded.
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The Navy Distinguished Service Medal

An Act of Congress established the Navy Distinguished Service Medal on February 4, 1919.  The Navy Distinguished Service Medal has been in effect since April 6, 1917.  The first person awarded the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, on March 13, 1919, was Brigadier General Charles A. Doyen, USMC, who received the medal after his death.

Criteria

Service members who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinguish themselves by exceptionally meritorious service to the Government in a duty of great responsibility are eligible for the Navy Distinguished Service Medal.
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Ribbon

The ribbon to the Navy Distinguished Service Medal is a field of navy blue with a center stripe of gold.

Medal

The central feature of the Navy Distinguished Service Medal is an American bald eagle with displayed wings in the center of a gilt-bronze medallion 1 ¼ inches in diameter.  The eagle holds an olive branch and arrows in its right and left talons, respectively.  A blue enameled ring that contains the words, “UNITED STATES NAVY,” with “NAVY” centered at the bottom, surrounds the eagle.  Outside the blue enamel ring is a gold border consisting of scroll waves moving in a clockwise direction.  The medal is suspended from its ribbon by a five-point star (point up) tipped with gold balls.  In the center of the star is an anchor, and gold rays emanate from the re-entrant angles of the star.
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On the reverse side, the center of a gilt-bronze medallion one and a quarter inches in diameter, a trident surrounded by a wreath of laurel.  A blue enamel ring, containing the inscription, “FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE,” surrounds the wreath.  The blue enamel ring is surrounded by scroll waves of the same type found on the obverse of the medal.

The Silver Star

The Citation Star was established as a result of an Act of Congress on July 9, 1918.  It was retroactive to include those cited for gallantry in action in previous campaigns back to the Spanish-American War.

On July 19, 1932, the Secretary of War approved the Silver Star medal to replace the Citation Star.  An Act of Congress placed authorization for the Silver Star into law on August 7, 1942.  The primary reason for congressional authorization was the desire to award the medal to civilians as well.

Criteria


The Silver Star is awarded to a person who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Marines, is cited for gallantry in action against an enemy of the United States:

· While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force.

· While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

The required gallantry, while of a lesser degree than that required for award of the Navy Cross, requires a performance of marked distinction.

Ribbon

The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes: ultramarine blue, white, ultramarine blue, white, old glory red (center stripe), white, ultramarine blue, white, and ultramarine blue.

Medal

The medal consists of a gold star, one and a half inches in circumscribing diameter with a laurel wreath encircling rays from the center and a 3/16-inch diameter silver star superimposed in the center. The pendant hangs from a rectangular-shaped metal loop with rounded corners. The reverse has the inscription “FOR GALLANTRY IN ACTION.”

The Defense Superior Service Medal


This award was established by Executive Order 11904 on February 6, 1976 by President Gerald R. Ford.

Criteria


The Secretary of Defense awards this medal to military officers who perform exceptionally with the Office of the Secretary of Defense, The Joint Chiefs of Staff, special or outstanding command in a defense agency, or any other joint activity designated by the Secretary.  The service rendered will be similar to that required for award of the Legion of Merit.

Ribbon

The ribbon has a narrow center stripe of red; flanked on either side by equal stripes of white, light blue, and gold.

Medal

A silver-rimmed, light blue enameled pentagon is in the center of the medal.  Surrounding the pentagon, at the top, are thirteen five-point stars, and at the base is a wreath of laurel and olive leaves.  Superimposed on the pentagon and wreath, is an American eagle facing left with wings outstretched, holding three arrows in its talons.  The reverse is inscribed at the top “For Superior Service” and on the pentagon, “From The Secretary of Defense To.”

The Legion of Merit
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Although recommendations for creation of a Meritorious Service Medal were initiated as early as September 1937, no formal action was taken toward approval.  In a letter to the Quartermaster General (QMG) dated December 24, 1941, The Adjutant General formally requested action be initiated to create a Meritorious Service Medal and provide designs for the decoration.

An Act of Congress on July 20, 1942, established the Legion of Merit (change of name) and provided that the medal:

…shall have suitable appurtenances and devices and not more than four degrees, and which the President, under such rules and regulations as he shall prescribe, may award to personnel of the Armed Forces of the United States and of the Government of the Commonwealth Philippines and personnel of the armed forces of friendly foreign nations who, since the proclamation of an emergency by the President on 8 September 1939, shall have distinguished themselves by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services.

The reverse of the medal has the motto taken from the Great Seal of the United States “ANNUIT COEPTIS” (He [God] has favored our undertakings) and the date “MDCCLXXXII” (1782) which is the date of America’s first decoration, the Badge of Military Merit, now known as the Purple Heart.  The ribbon design also follows the pattern of the Purple Heart ribbon.

The Legion of Merit was the first American decoration awarded to citizens of other nations.  Awardees included: 

· Chief Commander - China’s Generalissimo Chiang Kaishek was a first recipient.

· Commander - Brazil’s Brigadier General Amaro Soares Bittencourt was first to receive this or any of the degrees.

· Officer - first to receive the Officer degree were Colonel Johanes K. Meijer of the Royal Netherlands Army, Major Herbert J. Thompson of the British Army, and Major Stephan M. Dobrowalski of the Polish Army.

· Legionnaire/Legion of Merit - First award to Lieutenant Anna A. Bernatitus, heroic Navy Nurse who served at Bataan and Corregidor.

Criteria


The degrees of Chief Commander, Commander, Officer, and Legionnaire are awarded only to members of armed forces of foreign nations under the criteria outlined in Army Regulation 672-7 and is based on the relative rank or position of the recipient as follows:

· Chief Commander - Chief of State or Head of Government.

· Commander - Equivalent of an U.S. military Chief of Staff or higher position but not to Chief of State.

· Officer - General of Flag Officer below the equivalent of a U.S. military Chief of Staff; Colonel or equivalent rank for service in assignments equivalent to those normally held by a General or Flag Officer in U.S. military service; or Military Attaches

· Legionnaire - All recipients not included above.

The Legion of Merit is awarded to all members of the Armed Forces of the United States without reference to degree for exceptionally meritorious conduct, in the performance of outstanding services and achievements.  The performance must merit recognition of key individuals for service rendered in a clearly exceptional manner.  Performance of duties normal to the grade, branch, specialty, or assignment and experience of an individual is not an adequate basis for this award.  For service not related to actual war the term “key individual” applies to a narrower range of positions than in time of war and requires evidence of significant achievement.  In peacetime, service should be in the nature of a special requirement or of an extremely difficult duty performed in an unprecedented and clearly exceptional manner.  However, justification of the award may accrue by virtue of exceptionally meritorious service in a succession of important positions.

Ribbon

The ribbon for the decorations is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes: white, crimson center stripe, and white.

Medal

Described below are the degrees of the Legion of Merit and components for each:

· Chief Commander – On a wreath of green laurel joined at the bottom by a gold bow-knot (rosette), a domed five-pointed white star bordered crimson, points reversed with v-shaped extremities tipped with a gold ball.  In the center, a blue disk encircled by gold clouds, with 13 white stars arranged in the pattern that appears on the United States Coat of Arms.  Between each point, within the wreath are crossed arrows pointing outwards.  The overall width is 2 15/16 inches.  The words “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” are engraved in the center of the reverse.  A miniature of the decoration in gold on a horizontal gold bar is worn on the service ribbon.
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Commander – On a wreath of green laurel joined at the bottom by a gold bow-knot (rosette), a five-point white star bordered crimson, points reversed with v-shaped extremities tipped with a gold ball.  In the center, a blue disk encircled by gold clouds, with 13 white stars arranged in the pattern that appears on the United States Coat of Arms.  Between each star point, within the wreath are crossed arrows pointing outwards.  The overall width is 2 1/4 inches.  A gold laurel wreath in the v-shaped angle at the top connects an oval suspension ring to the neck ribbon that is 1 15/16 inches in width.  The reverse of the five-pointed star is enameled in white, and the border is crimson.  In the center, a disk for engraving the name of the recipient surrounded by the words “ANNUIT COEPTIS MDCCLXXXII.”  An outer scroll contains the words “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”  The service ribbon is the same as the ribbon for the degree of Commander, except the ribbon attachment is silver.

· Officer – The design is the same as the degree of Commander except overall width is 1 7/8 inches and the pendant has a suspension ring instead of the wreath for attaching the ribbon.  A gold replica of the medal, 3/4 inch wide, is centered on the suspension ribbon.

· Legionnaire/Legion of Merit – The design is the same as the degree of Officer, except the suspension ribbon does not have the medal replica.

The Distinguished Flying Cross

The Distinguished Flying Cross was established in the Air Corps Act on July 2, 1926.  This act provided for award:

…to any person, while serving in any capacity with the United States Navy, since the 6th day of April 1917, has distinguished, or who, after the approval of this Act, distinguishes himself by heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in an aerial flight.

Initially, persons who made record-breaking long distance and endurance flights and who set altitude records received the Distinguished Flying Cross.  The Secretary of War authorized the first Distinguished Flying Cross to Army Captain Charles A. Lindbergh in a letter dated May 31, 1927, for his solo trans-Atlantic flight from New York to Paris.  With the support of the Secretary of War, the Wright Brothers retroactively received the Distinguished Flying Cross.  This required a special Act of Congress, since the law precluded award to civilians.  Major Ross E. Rowell was the first Marine awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his efforts in Nicaragua in 1927.  Sandinista rebels attacked 37 Marines at the Ocotal garrison, 125 miles from Manaagua.  Maj. Rowell led five Marine DeHavilland to bomb rebels.  This was the Marine’s first use of dive-bombing and low-altitude support of ground troups.

Criteria
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The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Armed Forces of the United States, distinguishes himself by heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight.  The act of heroism must be voluntary and beyond the call of duty.  The extraordinary achievement must result in an accomplishment so exceptional and outstanding that it sets the individual apart from his/her comrades or from other persons in similar circumstances.  Awards recognize single acts of heroism or extraordinary achievement and not sustained operational activities against an armed enemy.

Ribbon

The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes: ultramarine blue, white, ultramarine blue, white, old glory red center stripe, white, ultramarine blue, white, and ultramarine blue.

Medal

The medal consists of a bronze cross patee on which is superimposed a four-bladed propeller, 1 11/16 inches in width.  Five rays extended from the reentrant angles, forming a one-inch square.  The medal hangs from a rectangular shaped bar.

The Navy/Marine Corps Medal


This award was authorized on August 7, 1942, the day the Marines landed on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.  Anyone serving with the Navy or Marine Corps, including Reserves, who since December 6, 1941 distinguish themselves by heroism not involving actual conflict with the enemy, may receive the medal.  President John F. Kennedy was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for heroism while serving as a junior Naval officer in the Pacific during World War II.  While attempting a torpedo attack on a Japanese destroyer in the Solomon Islands, Japanese rammed and sunk Lieutenant Kennedy’s motor torpedo boat. He then directed the rescue of the crew and personally rescued three men, one of whom was seriously injured.  During the following six days, Kennedy succeeded in getting his crew ashore. After swimming many hours attempting to secure aid and food, he completely rescued the men.

Criteria


The Navy and Marine Corps Medal may be awarded to service members who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy or Marine Corps, distinguish themselves by heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy.  For acts of lifesaving, or attempted lifesaving, the action must be performed at the risk of one’s own life.

Ribbon

The ribbon to the Navy and Marine Corps Medal consists of three equal stripes of navy blue, old gold, and scarlet, in that order.  The blue and gold are the Navy’s colors and the scarlet and gold are the colors of the Marine Corps.

Medal

In the center of a bronze octagon 1 1/4 inches wide, an eagle faces to its right with upraised wings truncated by the edge of the medal.  The eagle is perched upon a fouled anchor with the flukes beneath the eagle’s right wing.  Beneath the anchor is a globe.  The inscription, “HEROISM” appears in raised letters at the base of the medal.  The reverse of the Navy and Marine Corps Medal is blank, that space being used for inscribing the recipient’s name.

The Bronze Star

General George C. Marshall, in a memorandum to President Roosevelt dated February 3, 1944, wrote: 
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The fact that the ground troops, Infantry in particular, lead miserable lives of extreme discomfort and are the ones in close personal combat with the enemy, makes the maintenance of their morale of great importance.  The award of the Air Medal have had an adverse reaction on the ground troops, particularly the Infantry Riflemen who are now suffering the heaviest losses, air or ground, in the Army, and enduring the greatest hardships.

The Air Medal was adopted two years earlier to raise airmen’s morale.

President Roosevelt authorized the Bronze Star Medal by Executive Order 9419 dated February 4, 1944, retroactive to December 7, 1941.  President Kennedy amended the Executive Order, per Executive Order 11046 dated August 24, 1962, to expand the authorization to include those serving with friendly forces.

Due to a study conducted in 1947, a new policy authorized the retroactive award of the Bronze Star Medal to Marines who had received the Combat Infantryman Badge or the Combat Medical Badge during World War II.  The basis for doing this was that the badges were awarded only to Marines who had borne the hardships, which resulted in General Marshall’s support of the Bronze Star Medal.  Both badges required a recommendation by the commander and a citation in orders.

Criteria


The Bronze Star Medal is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity in or with the military of the United States after 6 December 1941, distinguished himself or herself by heroic or meritorious achievement or service, not involving participation in aerial flight:

· While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States.

· While engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force.

· While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

Acts of heroism, performed under circumstances described above, which are of lesser degree than required for the award of the Silver Star, may justify the Bronze Star Medal.  Awards can recognize single acts of merit or meritorious service.  The required achievement or service, while of lesser degree than that required for the award of the Legion of Merit, must nevertheless been meritorious and accomplished with distinction.
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Ribbon

The ribbon is 1 3/8 inches wide and consists of the following stripes: white, scarlet; white, ultramarine blue center stripe, white, scarlet, and white.

Medal

The bronze star is 1 1/2 inches in circumscribing diameter.  In the center, there is a 3/16-inch diameter superimposed bronze star, the centerline of all rays of both stars coinciding.  The reverse has the inscription “HEROIC OR MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT” and a space for the name of the recipient to be engraved.  The star suspends from the ribbon by a rectangular shaped metal loop with the corners rounded.

Correct Order of Ribbon Wear

A corresponding ribbon exists for each of the medals described in this lesson and each ribbon must be worn following the correct order of ribbon wear.  Although many rules exist for ribbon wear, one important fact overrides all – the correct order of ribbon wear follows the medals precedence order.  That is, the higher the award, the more prominent the ribbon placement.

Personal decorations always precede unit decorations, which always precede campaign or service awards.  Details pertaining to the order of precedence for all awards can be found in The Navy and Marine Corps Awards Manual.
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Ribbons for ribbon bars are of the same material as the medal’s suspension ribbon.  Each U.S. ribbon bar is 3/8 inch high and 1 3/8 inch wide (same as the width of the medal’s suspension ribbon).  Marines wear all ribbons to which they are entitled on service and dress “B” coats.
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Conclusion

Medals and ribbons are awarded to members of the Armed Forces and civilians for acts of courage or for continuous service to the country.  These awards are the Government’s way of publicly thanking the recipient and as a means to improve morale.(







143

