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Marine Corps Rank

	Purpose 

This lesson introduces the different categories of officers and enlisted personnel within the Marine Corps.  Upon completion of this lesson, you will be able to categorize Marine Corps officers and enlisted personnel based on rank.


Introduction
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In general, Marines promoted into new ranks must accept increasing amounts of responsibility.  They must be prepared for future challenges.  Doing this effectively guarantees that future generations of Marines benefit from traditionally outstanding leadership.


You have already learned the Marine Corps rank structure based on rank and grade.  Remember that rank is the actual title of seniority held, while grade is the letter/number combination representing the pay grade for that rank.  This lesson provides the different categories of Marine Corps officers and enlisted personnel based on rank.

Officers
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Within the officer ranks, there are four categories.  These categories are based on experience and provide different levels of leadership.  They are: warrant officer, company grade, field grade, and general officer.

Warrant Officers

Warrant officers are technical officer specialists who perform duties that require extensive knowledge, training and experience with particular systems or equipment.  They provide experience and stability in the officer ranks in critical specialty areas.  Ranks and grades of warrant officers include: 

· Warrant Officer, W-1

· Chief Warrant Officer, CWO-2

· Chief Warrant Officer, CWO-3

· Chief Warrant Officer, CWO-4

· Chief Warrant Officer, CWO-5

Company Grade Officers

Company grade officers are the junior officers of the Corps.  They are generally located at the company level and include:

· Second Lieutenant

· First Lieutenant 

· Captain

Field Grade Officers

Field grade officers provide the mid-level leadership of the Corps.  Field grade officers fall between general officers and company grade officers and include the following ranks:

· Major

· Lieutenant Colonel
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Colonel

General Officers

General officers are the senior leadership of the Corps.  The general officer category consists of all general officers listed below:

· Brigadier General

· Major General

· Lieutenant General

· General
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Enlisted Personnel

Within the enlisted ranks, there are two categories based on experience and skill.  There are entry-level positions and noncommissioned officers.  

Entry Level

Marines in entry-level positions are usually in some kind of training status or on their initial assignment in the Corps.  The ranks for this level are:

· Private

· Private First Class

· Lance Corporal
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Noncommissioned Officers


Noncommissioned officers are divided into junior noncommissioned officers and staff noncommissioned officers. Listed below are the noncommissioned officer ranks.

Junior Noncommissioned Officers
· Corporal
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Sergeant

Staff Noncommissioned Officers
· Staff Sergeant

· Gunnery Sergeant

· Master Sergeant/First Sergeant

· Sergeant Major/Master Gunnery Sergeant
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Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps

Conclusion

You already knew the Marine Corps Rank Structure.  This lesson provided more in-depth information about the officer and enlisted categories within the Marine Corps rank structure.(
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