	U.S. Marine Corps. JROTC
Category 5 – General Military Subjects

Skill 7  – Military History





A New Nation Takes Shape

	Purpose 

After the War of 1812, the U.S. reduced the size of its military forces. By 1817, there were only 14 officers and 652 enlisted men in the rolls of the Marine Corps. The relative peace abroad, did not, however, mean that there was no activity in the U.S. for the small group of remaining Marines. The U.S. expanded across the continent. Also, in the period of time preceding the Civil War, the U.S. engaged in a number of actions against Native Americans and a war with Mexico. 


Introduction

With the end of the War of 1812, the United States shifted its focus toward domestic development. From 1815 to 1846, there were no foreign military actions. In fact, the early part of the period was called the “Era of Good Feelings” because of the relative political calm in the nation. One party, the Democratic-Republicans controlled the government. In 1823, however, concerned about the influence of European nations in the Western Hemisphere, President James Monroe issued what came to be known as the Monroe Doctrine. Basically, the Monroe Doctrine stated that the U.S. would tolerate no new European expansion or colonization in North, Central, and South America. The U.S. gave clear notice that it definitely had a personal interest in all of the political activities of the nations on this side of the Atlantic Ocean.

The primary activity of the U.S. during the next several decades became internal expansion. Americans were moving south and west. Between the period 1820 and 1850 the United States grew in population from five to twenty-three million. Most of these people needed land from which to provide for their families and the growing nation. It became the Manifest Destiny of the United States to expand its borders and to establish our form of democracy across the continent. Between 1812 and the 100th anniversary of the United States in 1876, 20 new states were added to the country. The borders stretched from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
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The “Grand Old Man of the Corps”

 Archibald Henderson became the leader of the Marines in 1820 and served until 1859, the longest time span for any Marine Corps commandant. Henderson introduced higher standards in areas of personal appearance, training, and discipline. He carried out rigid inspections to ensure the prompt execution of his orders.  While commandant, he served under 11 Presidents. He was able to negotiate difficult political waters caused by the desire of both the Navy and the Army to take over the Marines. In fact, in 1830, the Navy Commissioner recommended the abolition of the Corps. President Jackson wanted the Corps to be absorbed by the Army. Finally, in 1834 Congress passed an act that made the Corps part of the Navy except on “order” of the President. The 1834 law established that one Colonel Commandant head the Corps, and it included 1,287 officers and enlisted men who served for a four-year term. 


The use of Marines to stop domestic disturbances was established in 1824. Major Robert Wainwright led 30 Marines into a state prison riot in Boston. A mob of 280 prisoners refused to surrender. However, Wainright threatened to fire a volley into the prisoners if they did not disperse within three minutes. Fortunately, the prisoners listened to reason. This story was retold for years to come as it was printed in the McGuffey Readers used in the public schools. Not only did the incident add to the reputation of the Marines, it set a precedent for using them when there was a civilian disorder.

Henderson volunteered the Marines to fight Indians in the southeastern part of the U.S. when hostilities broke out in 1835. The Marines fought the Creek Indians in Georgia and the Seminoles in Florida. In 1837, Colonel Henderson was given command of a brigade composed of Marines and an Army regiment. He was promoted to the rank of brigadier general. By serving as commandant for 38 years until 1858, Archibald Henderson’s name became strongly associated with the Marine Corps for years to come. It is no wonder that he is known as the “Grand Old Man of the Corps.”

The Florida Indian Wars

At the conclusion of the American Revolution, Spain was in control of all of Florida. It was settled by Spanish colonists, Americans, and escaped slaves. Native Americans already lived there. It 1819, the Adams-Onis Treaty, also called the Transcontinental Treaty of 1819, officially surrendered control of Florida to the U.S. The Adams-Onis Treaty was one of the critical events that defined the U.S.-Mexico border. At the time, Spain was facing revolution among its colonize. She realized that she must negotiate with the United States or possibly lose Florida without any compensation. The United States agreed to pay its citizens’ claims against Spain up to five million dollars. The treaty drew a definite border between Spanish land and the Louisiana Territory. In the provisions, the United States ceded to Spain its claims to Texas west of the Sabine River. Spain retained possession not only of Texas, but also California and the vast region of New Mexico. At the time, these two territories included all of present-day California and New Mexico along with modern Nevada, Utah, Arizona and sections of Wyoming and Colorado.
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The treaty -- which was not ratified by the United States and the new republic of Mexico until 1831 -- also mandated that Spain relinquish its claims to the country of Oregon north of the 42 degrees parallel (the northern border of California). The importance of this treaty becomes more apparent when the United States later annexed Texas and fought Mexico land in the Southwestern U.S.

Once the United States controlled the territory of Florida, it became much in demand especially by settlers from Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia. The only problem was that Native Americans already occupied the land. Eventually, Congress passed the Indian Removal Act. Andrew Jackson began a systematic effort to defeat the Indians in the southeast in battle and to force them to agree to be relocated to land on the other side of the Mississippi River in Oklahoma.  Opposition by the Indians was focused in two tribes, the Creek Indians and the Seminoles. 

In 1836, Colonel Henderson volunteered the Marines to fight the Indians who opposed the relocation efforts. In fact, the story goes that Henderson nailed a note on his door that stated, “Gone to Florida to fight Indians, will return when the war is over.” Henderson sent 462 Marines to join Major General Winfield Scott in Georgia and another 160 to Florida. Henderson joined the troops fighting the Creeks. Marines guarded mail roads and supervised concentration camps where Creeks were being gathered. In July, the march of the first Creeks to Oklahoma began. Marines supervised the fifth detachment of Creeks on the trek that came to be known as the Trail of Tears. By November, they had traveled 2,000 miles.

In late summer, Henderson took command of a combined Marine and Army battalion. By January of 1837, nearly half of the Corps was involved in the fight against the Seminoles. They now sought to engage the Seminole Indians in Florida. Osceola, who fought a guerilla type war that made it difficult to defeat them, led the Seminoles. The largest engagement took place at the Hatchee-Lustee River. Even though most of the Seminoles were able to escape, the battle resulted in a conference with some of the chiefs who agreed to an armistice. It looked like the Seminoles would agree to participate in the relocation plan. However, Osceola convinced the chiefs to rethink this choice. Eventually, Osceola was captured and died the following summer. But, the Seminoles did not give up and the war lasted six years until 1842. A great deal of the fighting took place in swamps. In the summer of 1838, a special naval force was organized that included Marines and was called the Mosquito Fleet. Using small boats and 140 canoes, this force that included 130 Marines and as many as 622 men, made patrols into the Everglades searching for the enemy. 

By the time the Florida Indian war ended a total of 1,466 men of the regular army and 61 Marines had died by the enemy’s hand or from disease. At the end, the Seminoles were still in the Everglades never having surrendered. The Florida Indian war proved to be the first time a Marine expeditionary force fought a sustained campaign on shore.

The Mexican War – 1846 - 1848

Causes of the Mexican War


There are two primary causes for the Mexican War. Ever since the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, Americans had the belief that the United States had a God-given right, or destiny, to expand the country's borders from “sea to shining sea.” Known as the Manifest Destiny, it proved to be one of the causes of the Mexican War. Americans migrated across the nation, sometimes into land already occupied. Their presence caused conflict with the British in the Oregon and along the Canadian border, and with Mexico in the southwest. The U.S. offered to buy California in 1835 and 1845, but Mexico refused. Both the border disputes and the presence of Americans in land claimed by Mexico caused a great deal of tension between the two nations.
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The tension was increased by the second cause of the Mexican War, the annexation of Texas. Mexico invited settlers into its Texas territory in the 1820s and 1830s. Settlers agreed to provide allegiance to Mexico and to convert to the state religion. Many Americans moved to Texas for the land. Some brought slaves with them. After a time, the Texans began to rebel against the Mexican government. A number of battles took place, and after the Battle of Velasco in 1836, Texas declared its independence. However, because Mexican President Santa Anna had been a prisoner of the Texans when he signed the treaty, not all Mexicans felt that it was legal. The disputes with Mexico continued, and Americans who sided with Texas began to hold a very negative view of Mexico. Finally, Texas asked to be annexed or added to the U.S. On the Fourth of July, 1845, Texas became a part of the United States. Naturally, Mexico was displeased with this course of events. The border dispute now accelerated. The U.S. wanted the border to be the more southerly Rio Grande River while the Mexicans argued that the border should be the Nueces River farther to the north.

U.S. Efforts to Secure the Southwest

President James K. Polk believed in the theory of Manifest Destiny. Polk wanted California to join the Union if war with Mexico should break out.  He assigned Marine 1st Lieutenant Archibald Gillespie to travel through Mexico to meet with the U.S. consul at Monterey. Gillespie was then to deliver dispatches for Commodore John Sloat on the west coast of Mexico, and personal letters to John C. Fremont in California. By May 11 of 1846, Congress had declared war on Mexico and Gillespie remained in California to fight against the Mexicans with Sloat and Fremont. Over the next seven months, Marines arrived in support of Commodore Robert Stockton, who took over from Sloat, fought in battles ranging from San Francisco in the north to San Diego in the south. Gillespie was wounded twice. On January 10, 1847, California was brought under U.S. control.

Start of the Mexican War

The war with Mexico was precipitated by a border dispute that turned into military action. Mexican troops assembled on the southern bank of the Rio Grande in April of 1846.  President Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor to move to the borders. Taylor marched to the Rio Grande and fortified a position on the northern bank. The Mexican and the American troops were thus facing each other across the river. Since the Mexicans considered the area around the Rio Grande their territory, they ordered Taylor and his troops to move back. When Taylor refused to retreat to the Nueces River, the Mexican commander on April 24, 1846 crossed the Rio Grande, ambushed a scouting force of 63 Americans, and killed or wounded 16 of them. Polk informed Congress that a state of war existed between the U.S. and Mexico, and Congress officially declared war.

The Invasion at Vera Cruz

In March of 1847, 70 ships and 12,000 sailors and Marines massed off the coast of Vera Cruz, Mexico’s largest port. Capt. Alvin Edson commanded a battalion of Marines primed to be a part of the first wave of the first large amphibious operation in U.S. history and the turning point of the war. The U.S. used “surf boats” – the first American landing craft built to specifications for an amphibious operation.  In preparation for the landing, gunboats sprayed the landing area. Edson quickly formed his Marines at the crest of the first row of sand dunes. Although ready to engage the enemy, not a shot was fired. The Mexicans were nowhere to be seen. The 12,000 men encircled Vera Cruz with a seven-mile long line of trenches. The siege began. After less than a month, the city surrendered with the loss of only one Marine.

By this time, the enlistment time for many of the Army volunteers had run out. Not nearly enough re-enlisted. Commandant Henderson offered President Polk six companies of Marines to fight with the Army. The Marines were assigned to the fourth division commanded by Brig. Gen. John Quitman. Their goal was to take Mexico City. 

Chapultepec

The army of Mexican dictator Santa Anna had assembled south of the city. General Scott decided to attack from the west. The hill of Chapultepec protected that direction. The hill was 200 feet high and 600 feet long and was surrounded by a 12-foot wall. At the top, was a palace turned into a military school. On September 13, 1847 the attack began. Repeatedly, heavy fire stopped the advance on the hill. The Marines struggled to move forward fighting hand-to-hand with bayonets and clubbed rifles. Finally, Americans reached the top of the hill, and a flag was raised over the fortress of Chapultepec. 

The Mexican army now headed back toward the city. As they reached San Cosme gate leading into the city, the Mexicans fired into American troops for a full 15 minutes. Despite repeated counterattacks by the enemy, the Marines and soldiers successfully took the gate by dark. At dawn, the Americans marched into the city and took possession of the National Palace where once had stood the Halls of Montezuma. The capture of Mexico City for all intents and purposes marked the end for the Mexican army. They offered token resistance over the next few months, but it was ineffective. Marine officers and non-coms began wearing scarlet stripes on their dress pants to commemorate the Marine blood shed at Chapultepec and the Halls of Montezuma.

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

In February of 1848, the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo marked the end of the Mexican War.  American lives lost added up to nearly 14,000. The treaty provided for the annexation of Mexico’s northern territories. In return for the $15 million given to Mexico for the seized lands, the U.S. received what are now the states of California, New Mexico, Nevada. Arizona, and Utah. Relations between the United States and Mexico remained tense for years to come. 

Marines Around the World

During the period between the close of the Mexican War and the beginning of the Civil War, Marines served on board naval vessels and participated in many different activities around the world. In protecting U.S. interests, Marines performed duties that ranged from landings in Nicaragua to diplomatic ceremonies in Japan with Commodore Matthew Perry. 


· Between 1852 and 1854, Perry negotiated a treaty that opened trade relations with the Japanese. 

· In 1856, an unarmed American boat was fired upon in a river that led to Canton. After bombarding Chinese forts from Navy ships, 287 men including 50 Marines became part of the landing force determined to capture the forts. In three days, all four forts were captured.

· U.S. interests were also defended in Buenos Aires (1852), Nicaragua (1853), and the Fiji Islands (1855 and 1858).
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Harper’s Ferry

On October 17, 1859, President James Buchanan called out the Marines to quell what was called a slave uprising at Harper’s Ferry. John Brown – an abolitionist who believed that slavery must end by any means including violence - seized the federal arsenal and gun factory located there.  Eighty-five Marines under 1st Lieutenant Israel Greene assembled at the Navy Yard for the fifty-five mile train ride to Harper’s Ferry.

Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee and his aide Lt. J.E.B. Stuart led the federal troops. Ironically, they were to become heroes for the rebel cause. At Harper’s Ferry, John Brown had stormed the arsenal, taken hostages, and killed a number of locals. By nightfall, only Brown and four of his followers were unhurt, but Brown would not surrender. Lt. Col. Lee told Marine Lt. Israel Greene to capture Brown. So that the hostages would not be hurt, Greene was told to use bayonets. Greene and his men battered open the door and went in. Two of the raiders were killed and two of Greene’s men wounded. Greene used his sword to take Brown out of commission. Brown was later hanged for his crimes. Greene and 19 other officers later quit the Corps to fight for the South in the Civil War.

The Civil War

The Civil War lasted from 1861 until 1865. It began with the Confederacy firing on Fort Sumter in South Carolina on April 12 and did not end until the lives of 600,000 Americans north and south were lost. The role of the Marines was limited. They served primarily with naval detachments at sea. Those Marines who did serve ashore, did so either as part of ships’ landing forces or when directly assigned to assist the Union Army. The senior officers of the Corps were considered too old for field duty. In 1861, the total number of Marines was only 1,892. Congress increased the size of the officer corps to compensate for those who decided to fight for the South. During the War, the total number of Marines never exceeded 3,900. 

The Civil War signaled the beginning of major changes in the way the Navy would approach warfare. Sailing ships gave way to steam power. Explosive shells were used to shatter wooden hulls. The Navy experimented with mines, turrets, submarines, and graduated gunsights.

The U.S. felt it needed to successfully blockade southern ports to cut off the Confederacy’s supply lines. Marines acted in support of the Navy’s efforts to blockade Rebel ports. In November of 1861, the Union began the largest American amphibious expedition to date. The target was Hilton Head Island in South Carolina. Fifteen thousand soldiers sailed in an attempt to establish a major base for the Union blockade. Capt. Edward Reynolds led a battalion of 350 Marines. However, a hurricane scattered the fleet. The amphibious landing never had the chance to take place as the Army and Navy captured the forts at Hilton Head. However, the plan to have an amphibious battalion of Marines land in advance of a campaign specifically designed to serve with the fleet and assault from the sea was created. The modern Marine Corps would develop and perfect this technique in the years to come.

In March of 1862, a new kind of warfare was created. Five wooden Union ships stood on blockade duty in the waters of Hampton Roads, Virginia. The CSS Virginia, formerly known as the Merrimack before the Rebels captured it, steamed for the wooden ships. She headed straight for the Cumberland, fired a shot that killed and wounded nine Marines, and rammed her. The Marines on board were able to fire at the enemy’s ports, but the iron-sheathed sides were not penetrated. The Cumberland was sunk. Next, the Virginia attacked the Congress, who eventually surrendered. The other three ships were grounded.  The battle certainly looked lost until the arrival of the ironclad gunboat, the Monitor arrived. The two armored ships exchanged fire for four hours. Even though the Monitor suffered a direct hit in its pilot house, blinding its commander Lt. John Worden, the battle was a stalemate. However, the era of iron ships had begun.

On May 9, the Monitor’s sister ship, the Galena steamed up the James River and ran into a battalion of Confederate marines. Aboard the Galena, Marine Cpl. John Mackie fired on the enemy from the exposed deck and rallied the ironclad’s crew. Mackie restored three of the Galena’s guns to firing condition, and carried off the dead and wounded. For his heroism, Mackie was the first Marine to be awarded the Medal of Honor.

On the Mississippi River, Capt. David G. Farragut was given the job of taking New Orleans and opening the Mississippi.  As Farragut traveled down the river, they were fired at from Confederate forts defending the river. Led by Capt. John Broome, 333 Marines were stationed aboard 12 of the largest ships in Farragut’s fleet. When he reached New Orleans, Farragut sent 20 Marines ashore to demand the city’s surrender. When the demand was rejected, Capt. Broome took 250 Marines and captured the Custom’s House and the City Hall. 

Farragut now moved back up the river to meet with U.S. Grant who had captured Memphis and was marching on to Vicksburg. When the Mississippi ran aground within the range of Rebel guns, the order went out to destroy her. Marine Sgt. Pinkeron R. Vaughn earned a Medal of Honor for staying on board until the crew was safely off the ship and then setting her on fire. 

In fact, Marines earned an additional eight Medals of Honor in the Battle of Mobile Bay. That victory eliminated the final port held by the Confederacy on the Gulf. However, by closing out the Confederate ports on the east coast and the Gulf of Mexico, it was no longer possible for the Confederacy to reinforce its troops with supplies. The naval battles in the Civil War played an important role in ensuring Union victory.

Conclusion

Near the end of the Civil War, Commandant Harris died just before his seventy-fourth birthday. Rather than using the traditional practice of seniority to select the next head of the Marines, the Secretary of the Navy ordered four senior Marine officers to retire and named Maj. Jacob Zeilin as Commandant. The Marines played an important role in the winning of the Mexican War, but its leadership had grown old. The decision by half of its captains and two-thirds of its 1st Lieutenants to join the Confederacy had a negative impact on the leadership. It was clearly time for new blood in the Corps.(
In 1838, six ships began a four-year journey into the Pacific in what became known as the Wilkes Exploring Expedition. Led by Quartermaster Sgt. Simeon Stearns, 33 enlisted Marines were part of the expedition that surveyed 208 Pacific islands and 800 miles of the northwest coast of North America, explored the Antarctic, and circumnavigated the globe. Four Marines died during the expedition.  Interestingly, when Marines landed on Wake Island in World War II, they used charts Wilkes had made a hundred years earlier.





Commandant Henderson had one last opportunity to lead the Marines in battle at age 74. In 1857, the United States found itself divided on issues that would lead to the Civil War. On Election Day, the city of Washington faced unruly mobs that could not be contained by police. Henderson led the Marines in an effort to disperse the crowd. Rioters fired pistols and threw rocks. When the Marines were ordered to prepare to fire the crowd scattered. On January 6, 1859, the “Grand Old Man” of the Corps died. Archibald Henderson was one of its greatest leaders.
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