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Boarding a Naval Vessel

	Purpose

This lesson introduces you to the proper procedure for boarding and departing a Naval vessel, and entering an exiting a vehicle with a senior. 


Introduction

From the beginning of the Marine Corps, back in 1775, Marines have served aboard ships as an integral part of the United States sea power. This means that on many occasions during your career, you will find yourself serving or embarked in naval vessels, as part of the ship's Marine detachment or as a passenger. Because of this and because, as a Marine, you are a member of the naval services, you must comply meticulously with the courtesies and customs practiced on board men‑of‑war.

Boarding a Naval Vessel

When boarding a naval vessel, the junior goes first and the others follow in reverse order of rank.

Upon reaching the quarterdeck, halt, face aft (or toward the National Ensign), and salute the colors. Immediately afterward, render a second, distinct salute to the officer of the deck or junior officer of the deck, and say, "Sir [or ma'am], I request permission to come on board."

There will be occasions that the OOD and the quarterdeck will be located at the start of the gangway on the pier, and the same courtesies apply to boarding the vessel. 
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If the ship is anchored in the stream, obtain permission from the ship's senior officer present at the landing (or from the boat coxswain, if no officer is on hand) to go out in one the of the ship's boats.

When boarding a small boat, juniors embark first and sit forward, leaving the stern seats for seniors, who embark last. The most senior officer in the boat sits farthest aft, at the centerline, or elsewhere as he or she wishes. When debarking, officers do so in order of rank. In embarking liberty parties on board ship, CPOs and staff NCOs embark first, then other petty officers and NCOs, then non‑rated persons. Officers or enlisted in the boat rise and salute when a more senior officer boards or debarks.

On reaching the quarterdeck, from either the gangway or an accommodation ladder, halt, face aft, and salute the colors. Immediately afterward, render a second, distinct salute to the officer of the deck or junior officer of the deck, and say, "Sir [or ma'am], I request permission to come on board."

Disembarking from a Naval Vessel 

When the time comes to leave the ship, render the same courtesies 'in reverse order, saying, "Sir [or ma'am], I request permission to leave the ship." Face aft, and salute the colors.
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Entering and Exiting a Vehicle

When traveling in a vehicle with a senior member of the armed forces, the junior service member should enter the vehicle first.  In addition, the junior should be seated in the seat that is furthest from the door.  Doing this will facilitate proper etiquette for exiting the vehicle, when the senior service member should exit the vehicle first.  The rule to remember is:  The senior enters a vehicle last in order to exit first.

Conclusion

During a Marine's career, there will be occasions when boarding a naval vessel will be necessary. Because of this and because, as a Marine, you are a member of the naval services, you must comply with the courtesies and customs practice on board a naval vessel. (
First, salute National Ensign at top of gangway.





Second, turn salute the National Ensign and leave the ship.





First, salute the OOD and request permission to leave the ship.








Second, turn and salute OOD and request permission to come aboard.
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