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Pledge of Allegiance

	Purpose

The lesson will inform you of the importance of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  As a MCJROTC cadet, you should know the origin and meaning of the words of the pledge and the proper response when in uniform or civilian cloths. 


Introduction

Each day across America, millions of students recite the Pledge of Allegiance along with thousands of citizens at meetings of Boys Scout, Girl Scout, American Legion and other organizations.  Most do so out of repetition with no idea of the origin or meaning of the Pledge. While most of us know the words of the Pledge, there are a large number who do not know of its origin. 

400th Anniversary 

The Pledge of Allegiance was written for the 400th anniversary, in 1892, of the discovery of America. A national committee of educators and civic leaders planned a public-school celebration of Columbus Day to center around the flag. Included with the script for ceremonies that would culminate in raising of the flag was the pledge. Therefore, it was in October 1892 Columbus Day programs that school children across the country first recited the Pledge of Allegiance this way: 

First Version of the Pledge

I pledge allegiance to my Flag and 
to the Republic for which it stands: 
one Nation indivisible, with Liberty 
and Justice for all.
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The Author

Controversy continues over whether the author was the chairman of the committee, Francis Bellamy - who worked on a magazine for young people that published the pledge - or James Upham, who worked for the publishing firm that produced the magazine. The pledge was published anonymously in the magazine and was not copyrighted. 
According to some accounts of Bellamy as author, he decided to write a pledge of allegiance, rather than a salute, because it was a stronger expression of loyalty - something particularly significant even 27 years after the Civil War ended. "One Nation indivisible" referred to the outcome of the Civil War, and "Liberty and justice for all" expressed the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.
In 1923, “the flag of the United States” replaced the words “my flag.”  This change occurred because some feared that foreign-born people might have in mind the flag of the country of their birth, instead of the U.S. flag. A year later, "of America" was added after "United States." 
No form of the pledge received official recognition by Congress until June 22, 1942, when it was formally included in the U.S. Flag Code. The official name of The Pledge of Allegiance was adopted in 1945. The last change in language came on Flag Day 1954, when Congress passed a law that added the words "under God" after "one nation." 

Originally, the pledge was said with the right hand in the so-called "Bellamy Salute," with the hand resting fist outward from the chest, then the arm extending out from the body. Once Hitler came to power in Europe, some Americans were concerned that this position of the arm and hand resembled the salute rendered by the Nazi military. In 1942, Congress established the current practice of rendering the pledge with the right hand placed flat over the heart.
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Federal Code

Section 7 of the Federal Flag Code states that “when not in military uniform, men should remove any headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, thereby resting the hand over the heart.” People in military uniform should remain silent, face the flag and render the military salute.
The Flag Code specifies that any future changes to the pledge would have to be with the consent of the President. The Pledge of Allegiance now reads: 
"I pledge allegiance"
……………….I promise to be true 

"to the flag"
………………….to the symbol of our country
"of the United States of America"
.……………….each state that has joined to make our country
"and to the Republic"
.……………….a republic is a country where the people choose others to make laws for them. The government is for the people
"for which it stands,"
……………….the flag means the country
"one Nation"
……………….a single country
"under God,"
……………….the people believe in a supreme being
"indivisible,"
……………….the country cannot be split into parts
"with liberty and justice"
……………….with freedom and fairness
"for all."
…………….for each person in the country ...you and me!
Conclusion

The United States is one of the few nations in the world to have pledge to its flag. Many individuals argue that the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag has usurped the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights as the cornerstone of American patriotism.  This argument has been going on for a long time and will continue to be argued for years to come.  Each American must decide for themselves the importance of the Pledge of Allegiance and how it reflects on their patriotism. (
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