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Skill 4  – Customs, Courtesies, and Traditions





The United States Flag – Colors of Pride

	Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is to make you aware of the importance of properly displaying the National, State and Organizational flags.


Introduction

Due to the symbolic nature of the flag, justice, unity, and pride in your country, you should honor it with respect and dignity.  Even after the flag becomes old and worn, you should not use it for banners or in any disrespectful way.  If you do not preserve it, you should destroy it as a whole, privately, respectfully, and traditionally by burning.  Always show the flag the utmost respect, whether you are in uniform or in civilian attire. 

Rules for Displaying the U.S. Flag

When displaying the flag, you should always raise it briskly and lower it ceremoniously. It is customary to display the flag from sunrise to sunset, but you can display all-weather flags at all times if properly lit at night.  The use of the flag at night, as well as during the day, should follow rules of custom.

Presidential proclamations contain the rules for displaying the flag at half-staff -- for example, on Memorial Day, we display the flag at half-staff until noon, and then raise it to the top of the staff.  State and federal governments also fly the flag at half-staff when there is death of a president, former president, principal official, or foreign dignitary.
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When flying the flag at half-staff, first raise it to its peak, and then lower it to the half-staff position.  When lowering the flag for the day after it has been flown at half-staff, first raise it to its peak, and then lower it ceremoniously.

Executive Orders

· On June Act of January 13, 1794 - provided for 15 stripes and 15 stars after May 1795. 

· Act of April 4, 1818 - provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be added to the flag single point of each star to be upward. 

· Executive Order of President on the 4th of July following the admission of each new state signed by President Monroe. 

· Executive Order of President Taft dated June 24, 1912 - established proportions of the flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in six horizontal rows of eight each.

· Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided for the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered horizontally and vertically. 

· Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 - provided for the arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizon tally and eleven rows of stars staggered vertically. 
Folding the Flag Correctly

Illustrated below is the correct procedure for folding the U.S. flag.  

1. Bring the lower striped section of the flag up over the blue field.
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2. Then, fold the “folded edge” over to meet the “open edge.” 
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3. Start a triangular fold by bringing the lower striped corner to the “open edge”.
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4. Fold the outer point inward and parallel with the “open edge” to form a second triangle.
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5. Continue to fold the flag in triangles until the entire length of the flag is folded with only the blue field and the margin showing.
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6. Tuck the margin into the pocket formed by the folds at the blue field edge of the flag.
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7. When you have completely folded the flag, only the blue field should be visible, and it should have the triangular shape of a cocked hat.
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Display of the U.S. Flag Alone

Display the U.S. flag alone according to the following guidelines:  

· When displaying the national flag from a staff projecting from a windowsill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag should be at the staff’s peak (unless displaying the flag at half-staff).
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· When displaying the flag flat against a wall, either horizontally or vertically, the union should be upper most and to the flag’s own right, or the observer’s left.
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· When displaying the flag in a window, place it with the union to the left of the observer in the street.
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Note:  Never lower the flag into the grave, nor allow it to touch the ground.

· When displayed suspended across a street, the flag should be vertical, with the union to the north on an east-west street, or to the east on a north-south street.

           [image: image11.wmf]
· When suspending the flag at the edge of a sidewalk on the side of a building, raise the flag out from the building towards the pole, union first.
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· When using the flag over a casket, place it so the union is at the head and over the left shoulder.
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Group Display

Display a group of flags according to the following guidelines:

· When displaying the flags of two or more nations or states, fly them from separate flag staffs (or flagpoles) of the same height.  The flags should be of similar size.
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· When grouping a number of flags and displaying them from staffs radiating from a central point, center the national flag or place it at the highest point of the group.
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· When carried in a procession with other flags, carry the national flag either on the far right of the row of marching persons or, if in a line of flags, carry it in the front and center position of that line.
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· When flying a pennant or another flag on the same halyard with the national flag, always fly the national flag at the peak of the staff.  The only exceptions to this rule are displaying the United Nations flag at the United Nations Headquarters or the church pennant during services at sea.
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· When displaying the national flag with another flag from a crossed staff, place the national flag on its right with its staff in front of the staff of the other flag.
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· When displaying the national flag from a staff in an auditorium, meeting hall, or chapel, whether on the same floor level or on a platform, it should be in the position of honor at the speaker’s or chaplain’s right facing the audience or congregation.  Place other flags on the left of the speaker or chaplain; that is, to the right of the audience.
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Flag Laws and Regulations

By Executive Order, the flag flies 24 hours a day at the following locations: 

· The Betsy Ross House, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

· The White House, Washington, D.C. 

· U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 

· Washington Monument, Washington, D.C. 

· Iwo Jima Memorial to U.S. Marines, Arlington, Virginia 

· Battleground in Lexington, MA (site of first shots in the Revolutionary War) 

· Winter encampment cabins, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 

· [image: image20.png]


Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland (a flag flying over Fort McHenry after a battle during the War of 1812 provided the inspiration for The Star-Spangled Banner 

· The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, Baltimore, Maryland (site where the famed flag over Fort McHenry was sewn) 

· Jenny Wade House in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (Jenny Wade was the only civilian killed at the battle of Gettysburg) 

· U.S.S. Arizona Memorial, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

· All custom points and points of entry into the United States
Marine Corps Colors and 

Standards

The commandant issues to every major Marine unit or organization a distinguishing flag that is carried beside the National Color.  These unit flags are called Marine Corps Colors (or Standards).  A Marine Corps Color bears the emblem and motto of the Corps and the unit title. It follows the color scheme of the Corps, scarlet and gold. 
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Organizational Battle Color (Standard)

The Marine Corps Color of a Fleet Marine Force unit is called the unit Battle Color. The color authorized for an organization in the Supporting Establishment (such as a Marine Barracks) is called the Organization Color.   

Guidon

The Guidon is a small rectangular scarlet flag measuring 22 by 28 inches with the Corps badge in silhouette in the center in yellow. Organization Guidons carry the Marine Corps emblem and the title of the unit. Dress Guidons (used as markers) simply bear the initials “USMC.” Companies, batteries, or detachments, carry a type I guidon. This design was adopted by a set of specifications issued on January 25, 1939.  

Guidons are carried on all occasions of ceremony when a company or equivalent unit is represented by two or more platoons.  In garrison, they may be displayed outside the company headquarters between the hours of morning and evening colors except in inclement weather or when the company is using the guidon in [image: image22.wmf] 

formation.

Commandant of the Marine Corps

Every active general officer in command displays a Personal Flag.  Marine Corps personal flags consist of a scarlet field with white stars, according to the officer’s rank, arranged in the same manner as the stars on Navy personal flags.  Regulations governing personal flags are in Navy Regulations and Marine Corps Flag Manual.

Flag Holidays

The flag should be displayed, from sunrise to sunset, on all days when the weather permits, especially on: 
· New Year's Day,

· Inauguration Day,

· Martin Luther King's Birthday,

· Lincoln's Birthday,

· Washington's Birthday,

· Easter Sunday,

· Patriots Day, April 19,

· National Day of Prayer, the 1st Thursday of May,

· Mother's Day,
Armed Forces Day,

· Memorial Day (half-staff until noon),

· Flag Day,

· Independence Day, July 4th,
· Labor Day,

· Constitution Day,

· Columbus Day, October 12th,
· Navy Day,

· Veterans Day,

· Thanksgiving Day,

· Christmas Day,

· Election Days,

· State and Local Holidays,

· And such other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States.  

Conclusion

The flag of the United States has a rich heritage and interesting history, from the original Stars and Stripes to the present-day 50-star version.  It represents an independent nation.  The traditions that it symbolizes will continue to exist as long as citizens treat the national flag with the respect it deserves. (



Commandant of the Marine Corps


The Commandant of the Marine Corps has the only personal flag among the chiefs of the five armed forces that is not divided diagonally into two colors.  The basic design of this flag dates back into at least the 1920s, when the Commandant, then the only major general in the Corps, flew a scarlet flag with the eagle, globe, and anchor badge in yellow above two white stars.  As the grade of the Commandant was increased in World War II, stars were added to this basic design as reflected in the flag today.
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