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Skill 10 – Interior Guard





Interior Guard – Organization

	Purpose

This lesson provides you with the organization and duties of the Interior Guard.  It explains the specific duties of the Commander of the Guard, Sergeant of the Guard, Corporal of the Guard and the Sentry.


Introduction

Interior guards have the threefold mission of protecting life, preserving order and enforcing regulations, and safeguarding public property.  The interior guard gets its authority directly from the commanding officer.  The daily routine of an interior guard varies according to the wishes of the commanding officer and the size and missions of the post.  

Interior Guard Tour of Duty
The normal tour for interior guards is twenty-four hours.  Anyone detailed for guard duty must report and be ready for duty at least four hours before the tour of duty begins.

The guard’s watch routine includes execution of Colors, posting and relief of sentinels, supervision of meal formations, and rendering of honors to the commanding officer, visiting officers, and civilian dignitaries.

Each relief stands watch for four hours before turning over to the next relief.  Thus, in a twenty-four hour tour, each relief stands a total of eight hours on watch—four by day and four by night.

Organization of the Guard
The chart below shows the organization of a typical interior guard.  The guard is composed of a main guard, and, when needed, special guards.
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The interior guard organization is normally comprised of the following positions:

· Commanding Officer
· Staff Duty Officer
· Officer of the Day
· Commander of the Guard
· Sergeant of the Guard
· Driver and Supernumerary
· Corporal of the Guard (1st, 2nd, and 3rd Relief)

· Sentry and Supernumerary  

Commanding Officer

The Commanding Officer (CO) is responsible and accountable for the security of the command.  Authority may be delegated to subordinates for execution of details but the Commanding Officer is still responsible.

The CO establishes the guard and sees that it functions properly.  Either the Commanding Officer or a representative receives the daily reports from and relieves the officers of the day, examines the guard book, and issues any special instructions.

Staff Duty Officer

The Staff Duty Officer may be required on a large post where subordinate commands maintain separate guards.  The staff duty officer coordinates subordinate guards, and acts for the post commander in an emergency.

Officer of the Day
The Officer of the Day (OD) is the direct representative of the commanding officer.  The OD supervises the main guard, executes all orders that pertain to the guard, and is responsible for the guard performing effectively.  Specifically, the OD:

· Inspects the guard according to instructions or as often as necessary.

· Acts immediately to protect life and government property and to preserve order in case of alarm.

· Keeps the command of the guard informed of his or her location at all times.

· Maintains an OD log that contains a concise account of his tour of duty.

Commander of the Guard
The Commander of the Guard, a staff NCO, is responsible for the proper instruction, discipline and performance of the guard.  A commander of the guard is usually required only for a large guard.  Specifically, the commander of the guard:

· Obeys the orders of the commanding officer, officer of the day, and in emergencies, the senior line officer present only.

· Ensures all members of the guard are correctly instructed in their orders and duties and that they understand and properly perform them.

· Inspects the guards and ensures that personnel, arms and equipment are in proper condition and that any special orders are posted in proper locations.

· Keeps the sergeant of the guard informed of his or her location at all times.

· Details personnel to raise and lower the national flag at Morning and Evening Colors and ensures the serviceability of the flag.

· Ensures that reliefs are posted on schedule.

· Keeps the OD informed.

· Maintains a commander of the guard log that contains a concise account of his or her tour of duty.

· Performs other duties as required.

Sergeant of the Guard
The Sergeant of the Guard is the senior NCO of the guard.  The sergeant of the guard assists the commander of the guard in ensuring proper instruction, discipline, and performance of duty.  Specifically, the sergeant of the guard:

· Supervises the enlisted members of the guard.

· Ensures that the property charged to the guard is properly cared and accounted for.

· Assigns members of the guard to reliefs.

· Ensures posting of reliefs.

· Ensures that corporals of the guard understand and executes their duties promptly and efficiently.

· Keeps the corporal of the guard informed of his or her location at all times.

· Keeps the commander of the guard informed.

· Maintains the sergeant of the guard log that contains a concise account of all important and pertinent events which transpire during his or her tour of duty and which affect the guard.  He/she exercises care in preparing the log, which is an official record of the command.

· Performs other duties as required.
Corporal of the Guard

Marines on guard duty are organized into three reliefs, each of which includes a sentinel/sentry for each post and one supernumerary and is commanded by a Corporal of the Guard.  

The corporal of the guard instructs and supervises the members of the guard assigned to his or her relief, which takes its successive turn on guard throughout the tour of duty.  Specifically, the corporal of the guard:

· Assigns sentries on relief to posts.

· Understands every special order of every sentry on relief.

· Forms relief in sufficient time to:  issue guard property, inspect appearance, fitness for duty, condition of arms, issue ammunition, and supervise loading of weapons (if authorized).

· Instructs each member concerning his or her orders and duties.

· Posts the sentries.

· Supervises unloading of weapons (if loading has been authorized), collects guard property (if necessary) and dismisses old relief.

· Secures his or her post.

· Responds immediately to any sentry who calls.

· Reports to the sergeant of the guard all violations of regulations and unusual occurrences.

· Awakens the corporal of the guard of the next relief in time to form his or her relief, and post it at the proper time.

· Relieves the sentry when he calls “Relief” and posts a supernumerary or a member of the off-duty reliefs, if he determines relief is necessary.

· Performs other duties as required.

Sentry and Supernumerary

The sentry is the workhorse of the guard.  The universal respect accorded a U.S. Marine sentinel is based on that person's high military efficiency and the fact that he or she is habitually armed and prepared to defend his or her post and person in the execution of orders.  A sentinel's duties are to carry out the general orders for a sentinel on post, as well as special orders applicable to the particular post.  Every Marine must know the general orders by heart.

All members of the guard must memorize, understand, and comply with the general orders for sentries.  In addition, they must know and comply with the regulations relating to general orders and with any special orders applying to their particular posts.

Supernumeraries are additional sentries on standby to replace anyone who must be relieved.  The supernumerary must understand the special orders for all posts on which they could be posted, and comply with those for the particular post, if posted as a sentry.

Members of the guard who are not on post will remain in the immediate vicinity of the guardhouse.  The commander of the guard may grant permission to leave but only in case of necessity.

Conclusion

During this lesson, you have learned about the organization and duties of the interior guard.  You should be able to describe the organization, positions, and duties of the interior guard.  As a MCJROTC cadet, you may have an opportunity to witness and/or experience being on guard.(
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