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Marine Corps JROTC Rank Structure

	Purpose 

This lesson introduces you to the MCJROTC Rank Structure.  It provides information on cadet officer and cadet enlisted rank and insignia.  


Introduction


One of the most distinguishing features about the MCJROTC is that cadets have to wear uniforms at least once a week.  Even more distinguishing is the rank structure within the Cadet Corps, which further distinguishes cadets in uniform.  Rank and insignia identify cadets as cadet officers and cadet enlisted.  

Background


This MCJROTC ranks structure was modeled after the Marine Corps ranks structure.  The uniforms issued and worn by cadets are the same as those worn on active duty by Marines.  Therefore, the design of the MCJROTC rank insignia distinguishes cadets from Marines.


In order to better understand rank structure, you must understand the meaning of rank insignia and Lamp of Learning.  The following definitions will provide insight about each.

Rank

Rank as it applies to this lesson is the designation of an official position such as Sergeant, or Captain.

Insignia

Insignia is an emblem, badge, medal, or other distinguishing mark of office, honor, position, or mission.

Lamp of Learning

The Lamp of Learning device used in the cadet enlisted rank insignia signifies intensive study, a source of intellect, and moral and spiritual illumination.
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MCJROTC Rank Structure


The MCJROTC Cadet Corp comprises cadet officer and cadet enlisted personnel.  Although modeled after the Marine Corps rank structure, the MCJROTC officer and enlisted insignia is specific to the MCJROTC program. 

Cadet Officer Rank Structure


The cadet officers in the MCJROTC in order of seniority, from highest to lowest, are as follows:

                Cadet Rank



· Cadet Colonel




· Cadet Lieutenant Colonel 


· Cadet Major




· Cadet Captain




· Cadet First Lieutenant



· Cadet Second Lieutenant



The cadet officer insignia as shown in the subsequent chart is authorized for MCJROTC cadet officers and will be furnished at government expense.

Cadet Enlisted Rank Structure

The cadet enlisted members in the MCJROTC in order of seniority from highest to lowest are as follows:

                Cadet Rank

     

· Cadet Sergeant Major



· Cadet First Sergeant
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Cadet Gunnery Sergeant



· Cadet Staff Sergeant



· Cadet Sergeant




· Cadet Corporal




· Cadet Lance Corporal



· Cadet Private First Class



· Cadet Private         



The cadet enlisted insignia as shown in the chart is authorized for MCJROTC cadets and will be furnished at government expense.

Conclusion

Remember, wearing the uniform once a week readily identifies you as a member of the MCJROTC.  Internally within the Cadet Corps, the rank insignia that you wear readily identifies your status in the program.

Initially, you will start out at the bottom of the rank structure.  It is up to you to determine how far you will go.  To be successful in MCJROTC, you must be able to identify the officer and enlisted rank structure within your program.  After all, you may be the battalion commander one day.(
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