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Wear and Care of the Service Uniforms
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	Purpose

This lesson describes the Service uniforms.  It provides information on the different kinds of service uniforms as well as their proper wear and care. Upon completion of this lesson cadets will be able to describe the proper wear and care for Service uniforms.


Introduction

For most day‑to‑day activities, Marine personnel wear what are termed service uniforms. There are three forms of service uniforms, designated A, B, and C. Although both male and female personnel use the same designations for service uniforms, there are naturally differences between them. There are also set service uniform guidelines.
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Service A Uniform: Marines wear this uniform combination when they report for duty on shore or are assigned duty as members of a court‑martial. Women may wear either the long or short sleeve khaki shirt and green neck tab with this uniform. The service A uniform includes the appropriate service coat. However, when it is prescribed as the uniform of the day, it is considered appropriate to remove the coat when inside office buildings of a military establishment.

Service B Uniform: (with long sleeve shirt and tie) is the same as the service A uniform except that the service coat is not worn. For women this uniform consists of the long sleeve khaki shirt and green neck tab with appropriate green skirt. This uniform may be worn as the uniform of the day and for leave and liberty, unless otherwise prescribed by the commander, and may be prescribed for formations at parades or ceremonies on and off the military activity. This uniform will not be worn for formal or semi-formal social events.
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Service C Uniform: This uniform consists of the quarter‑lengththis uniform. During the winter season, commanders may, at their discretion, authorize the wearing of the service C uniform if the weather is appropriate. This uniform may be worn as the uniform of the day, for leave and liberty (unless the commander prescribes otherwise), and in formation at ceremonies both on and off the military activity. It shall not be worn for formal or semiformal social events.
 sleeve shirt with appropriate service trousers. Women may wear the green skirt. No neck tab is worn with 
Wearing of Slacks: Commanders may authorize female personnel to wear slacks with the service A, B, or C uniforms under the following conditions:

1. For performance of duties that require the individual to run, climb, or perform activities wherein the wearing of the skirt would be impractical or immodest.

2. When riding in a government airplane configured for cargo or driving government vehicles, such as trucks.

3. When specifically prescribed for ceremonial formations, inspections, parades, or other ceremonies.

4. Slacks may also be authorized for all women Marines under extreme weather conditions.

Undergarments

Male personnel are required by regulations to wear standard underwear, either boxer or jockey style, white in color. There are no regulations regarding the style or color of undergarments for female personnel.

Being “Out of Uniform”

The wearing of the uniform should be a matter of personal pride to all Marine Corps personnel. Officers and enlisted Marines are required to maintain their uniforms and equipment in a neat and serviceable condition. By their appearance, they set an example of orderliness and conformity to uniform regulations. For these reasons, it is important that all Marines avoid being out of uniform. Primarily, this refers to unauthorized mixing of uniform combinations. For example, male personnel are not permitted to wear the blue trousers of the blue dress B uniform with a short sleeve khaki shirt from the service C uniform. Refer to Table 1 at the end of this chapter for an explanation of uniform combinations.

In addition, elements of civilian clothing are not to be mixed with parts of the uniform. On the uniform itself, care must be taken to ensure that all insignia, indications of grade, and medals/ribbons are correctly positioned and aligned. Lastly, uniform components such as footwear, panty hose, laces, and other elements must conform to regulation standards. Attention to the care and proper wearing of the uniform reflects the pride of individuals in the Marine Corps and themselves.

According to Marine Corps Regulations on the wear and appearance of uniforms, “all personnel will maintain a high standard of dress and appearance.”  This regulation means that your personal appearance in uniform should project the image to others that you are a part of one of the finest groups in the world.

Learning how to look your best in uniform takes time and effort.  Your uniform must be sized and fitted to give you comfort and a good appearance.  There is nothing worse than pants, shirts, or coats that do not fit.  Your pants should be hemmed to the required length and your shirt and coat, issued by size, should also fit well.

Care of Uniforms and Accessories
The distinctive uniforms they wear reflect the justifiable pride felt by members of the MCJROTC. Keeping these uniforms looking sharp on the parade field and in everyday activities, means spending time in their upkeep. The uniform cannot simply be worn, put away, and forgotten until the next time it is needed. Like any other item of clothing you want to preserve, the uniform requires special care in wearing, storing, and cleaning. The following procedures are outlined to help you maintain your cadet uniform in the proper way. Following these guidelines will ensure that your cadet uniform will always look clean and neat. It will also prolong its life.

General Guidelines for Uniform Care

No matter how well‑fitting a uniform is when new, it will not continue to look its best unless it is well‑cared for both during wear and when not in use. A uniform should be carefully put on and kept buttoned. When not in use, uniforms should be carefully placed on hangers. They should be kept in a well‑ventilated storage space. Well‑constructed wooden hangers shaped to fit the shoulder contour with locking trouser bars are recommended. When uniforms are folded in duffel bags or other containers for storage or shipment, they should be carefully folded. This will preserve their original shape.

Heat, friction, and pressure have a deteriorating effect on materials. As all these factors are present and necessary for properly pressed uniforms, service uniforms generally show more wear at creased areas. Periodically pressing out old creases and reforming them slightly to either side of the previous crease will prolong the condition of these areas. Sleeve cuffs and trouser hems should be periodically examined and turned if material permits. Dry cleaning preserves the original appearance and finish of wool and wool-polyester garments. Dry cleaning is recommended over hand laundering. When dry cleaning facilities are not available, and only as a last resort, wool and wool‑polyester uniforms may be hand laundered. Hand launder with a neutral soap and fresh lukewarm water 70 to 80 degrees. If hard water is used, a little amount of water softener should be added to the water. In laundering, thick suds are necessary for best results. The soap should be thoroughly dissolved in hot water and added to the cool water to reach a temperature of approximately 70 to 80 degrees. In order to preserve the finish, rubbing should be held to a minimum. Thorough rinsing is necessary to remove all traces of the soap. Use plenty of clear water in the rinse.

After washing the garments, squeeze gently to remove surplus water, shape garment by hand, and dry in open air. Colored garments should not be hung in the sun to dry. If this is unavoidable, garments should be turned inside out to dry. In laundering, avoid high temperature, friction, and pressure as much as possible. Never run through a wringer or twist uniforms to remove the excess water before drying. Never use chlorine bleaches on wool and wool‑polyester materials. Also, uniform items manufactured of polyester‑cotton should not be bleached or starched. 

Prevention of Moth Damage

Frequent brushing and exposure to sunshine and fresh air will effectively prevent moths. If uniforms are to be put away for a long period of time and left undisturbed, they should be thoroughly cleaned and packed in an airtight plastic bag. They can also be protected from moth damage with camphor balls, naphthalene, cedar wood, or paradichlorobenzene.

Care of Buttons and Insignia

Gold buttons are gold‑plated to prevent tarnishing. They should not be polished with abrasives or polishing cloths containing chemicals. Gold buttons should be cleaned with a weak solution of household ammonia and water. Gold‑plated buttons that have had the plating removed are likely to turn green due to exposure to moist air. This is due to copper salt forming on the copper base of the buttons. It can be removed by rubbing gently with acetic acid or any substance containing this acid, such as vinegar, followed by a thorough washing in fresh water and drying.

The gold filled parts and the sterling silver rhodium finished parts of metal insignia are cleaned by washing with soap and water. Avoid using silver polish or abrasives.

Service insignias will not be polished. Should continued use cause loss of the desired finish, the insignia should be replaced. It could also be refinished with USMC approved liquid, black protective coating as sold through the Marine Corps exchange. The use of paints or other coloring agents not so authorized is prohibited.

Care of Footwear

Continual maintenance of leather footwear is necessary to ensure optimum wear. It is also needed to adequately protect the healthy, sanitary condition of the feet. When not in use, the shape of the shoes should be maintained by the use of shoetrees. Foot powder should be liberally sprinkled inside the shoe to absorb moisture and excessive perspiration. Constant inspection of footwear is necessary to ensure prompt repair in order to avoid breakdown of the upper leather.

Shoes should be kept scrupulously clean of sand, dirt, and grit. Such dirt has an excessively deteriorating action on shoe threads and shoe leather. Leather uppers should be periodically cleaned with a saddle soap that is a well‑recognized leather preservative. Dubbing should never be used on footwear as such compounds seal the pores of the leather and cause excessive perspiration.

Cordovan leather shoes do not normally attain the high luster obtainable on calfskin shoes due to high oil content. This may be gradually overcome by regular applications of saddle soap to remove excess oils. Leading manufacturers of cordovan shoes often furnish detailed polishing instructions at time of purchase.

For normal care, synthetic shoes may be cleaned by wiping with a damp cloth or sponge. Regular shoe polish may be used to heighten shine. Occasional polishing with paste wax or cream polishes may be required; however, excess dust and dirt should be removed before polishing. Liquid polish may be used but care should be taken to avoid streaking. Apply polish with a good polish brush in moderate amounts. To cover abrasion or scuff marks, apply a paste wax shoe polish and then buff wax.

All stains should be wiped off as quickly as possible, and the shoes then cleaned. For stubborn stains, try lighter fluid. A mild abrasive cleaner may be used if rubbed gently. Do not use chlorinated cleaners, bleaches, or harsh abrasives. The dyeing of synthetic shoes is not recommended. For cleaning, never use acetone, nail polish remover, chlorinated dry cleaning solvents, or alcohol. When in doubt about a cleaner or polish, try a little on the instep close to the sole as a test area.

Conclusion

The Marine Corps uniform has a proud and distinctive history of identifying its’ wearer as a member of the finest military organization in the world. The proper wearing of the uniform should be a matter of personal pride to all cadets. Knowing that one’s uniform is clean, neat, and conforming to regulations gives confidence and improves self‑esteem. Achieving this, however, does require careful cleaning and storing. Likewise, buttons, insignia, and footwear have special procedures for their upkeep. By following these guidelines, you will be rewarded by a uniform that projects the pride you experience as a member of the MCJROTC.(
Uniform Explanation Chart

	UNIFORM COMBINATION 
	DESCRIPTION 
	OCCASIONS FOR WEAR 

	Service A 
	Green coat and trousers/skirt/slacks w/ribbons 
	Parades, ceremonies, social events and uniform of the day 

	Service B 
	Long-sleeve shirt w/green trousers/skirt/slacks 
	Parades, ceremonies, and uniform of the day 

	Service C 
	Short-sleeve shirt w/green trousers/skirt/slacks 
	Parades, ceremonies, and uniform of the day 


Table 1: Uniform Chart
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